Briefly stated, the conclusion to which Dr Hunter has been led is that in cases of pernicious anaemia there is excessive haemolysis. He has arrived at this opinion1 from observing that in this disease there is a largely increased excretion of urinary pigments, that blood pigment can be detected in cells obviously of renal origin, and that the urine contains a large increase of iron.
The symptoms of the disease being so suggestive of something akin to ptomaine poisoning as to lead him to suspect some toxic bodies, analogous to the cadaveric series, to be the cause of the increased blood destruction, he investigated the excretions with the view of ascertaining if they lent any support to this conjecture.
From the excretion of aromatic substances he was able to determine that there was no absolute increase in the amount of putrefaction in the alimentary canal, but from the presence of what seemed to be special diamine bodies in the urine he concluded it to be probable that some special organism was the cause of the blood destruction, acting, no doubt, in the alimentary canal.
The practical suggestions 
